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The invention is directed to a method and apparatus for imaging which is especially suitable for producing a color picture print
from a film or slide positive utilizing a light sensitive material comprising a layer of color coupler and a layer of silver halide
emulsion. The invention is directed to a method and apparatus for imaging in which silver halide emulsion layer which has been
imagewise exposed is developed with a color developing agent which couples with the image area of the emulsion to produce a
silver image. The silver image is then converted to a dye image by the addition of a color forming coupler to the emulsion. The
image coupler and the silver halide emulsion are coated in a substantially adjacent relationship on a support. The invention is
directed to a method and apparatus for imaging which utilizes the aforementioned combination of silver halide emulsion and
image coupler and produces a color picture print which is uniform in both color density and color saturation. It is generally
accepted that when a silver halide emulsion is treated with a color developer, the oxidized silver halide reacts with a color
forming coupler to produce a dye in an imagewise distribution. The silver halide is formed into grains which have an average
diameter of at least 10 micrometers and preferably about 20 micrometers, and the dye formed in the imagewise distribution has
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a size of about 0.1 micrometers. It is usually considered that the reaction proceeds such that the silver halide emulsion is
converted to black silver and the coupler is converted to a dye having a complementary hue. The coupler and the silver halide
emulsion are coated in a substantially adjacent relationship on a support. In a color picture print this relationship between the
coupler and the emulsion is generally a requirement to prevent the dye image produced in the silver emulsion from being
appreciably altered by diffusion into the emulsion which covers it. For this reason it has been conventional to coat the coupler
and the silver halide emulsion in separate layers and to apply them in this form to the support. The coating of the coupler and
the emulsion is generally accomplished with aqueous coating compositions containing dispersing agents, surfactants and
thickeners. This procedure has several disadvantages which are discussed in British Pat. No. 1,128,178, column 1, lines 31-35.
These disadvantages include the following: (1) The emulsion is more difficult to manufacture because of the thickness of the
layers. (2) A thick em 82157476af
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